A Short Account of Mr. BER R IDG E's Death, in a Letter 
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Taken in Short Hand, at the Time it was ee | 
and faithfully tranſcribed, 


To which is added; 


from a Friend, who was with him the Day he died. Alſo a 
Narrativeof theReſpetſhewedto him by his Friends in London. 
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A S the memory of the Rev. John 
BkERRIDOE is very precious to 
many of God's people, it is preſum- 
ed the following laſt farewell Sermon 
will be very acceptable to them, eſpe- 
cially to thoſe who heard it; who it 
is not doubted will be ready to atteſt 
that it is an exact copy of what was 
delivered. —That the great Head of 
the Church may bleſs the publication 
of it, is the ſincere prayer of 
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S E RR M O N, 


Sc. Sc. Ec. 


Ps ALM Ixin 8. 


Truf in the Lord at all times, ye Peoples 
Hour out your hearts before him: God ts 
a Refuge for us. 


HIS Pſalm is a very precious one, 

full of goſpel manna; containing di- 

ene for the church, how to walk 
with God. | ; 


The Pfalmiſt ſays, Truly, in good 
„ truth, my ſoul waiteth upon God; for 
„ from him cometh my ſalvation.” And 

B does 
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does he not give a good reaſon why his ſoul 
waited upon God ? It was becauſe all his fal- 
vation came from him. And. where ſhould 
a ſinner look, but to him that has pur- 
chaſed ſalvation for ſinners, and brings it to 
them who find their need of it? 


He then ſays, „My ſoul, wait thou only 
* upon God.” He hath put in another 
word, only: it is but a little one, but it 
is very emphatical; for it is a common 
caſe with people to make Chriſt half a Sa- 
viour ; relying upon him, and upon them- 
felves ; ſaying they are to be ſaved by faith 
and works: No, ſays David, that won't do 
for me; I muſt have all my ſalvation from 
the Lord, | | 


% He only is my rock ;** the rock on which 
my heart ſhall reſt ; that is, on Jesvs. And 
if he is not your only rock, my. brethren, 
you'll find the rock you truſt in will flip 
away from you. Ixsus will not ſuffer his 
glory to be diminiſhed, nor let any ſteal one 

jewel from his crown; for he is worthy of 
all 


4 


all the honour that we can give him: and 
he is jealous of his honour: do you be jealous 
of his honour too, and ſhow that you are de- 
firous of giving him all the praiſe that he de- 
ſerves: aud, give him all that you can, you 
will never give him what he deſerves : you 
will always be defective in this to all eter- 
nity ; for while we are giving to him our beſt 
praiſes, our obligations to him increaſe every 
day. 


He then ſays, ** I ſhall not be greatly 
& moved, while the Lord is only my rock, 
and my ſalvation.” I find him to be 
as he ſays; he is my defence from time to 
time; I ſhall not be greatly moved, 


The word greatly is often of uſe to the 
children of God, who fall into doubts at times, 
ready to fear they ſhall fall from their confi- 
dence. No, ſays David; make the Lord all 
your rock, and build upon him all your ſal- 
vation, then you may be ſhaken at times, and 
find your confidence beginning to totter, yet 
you ſhall not be greatly moved; the Lord 
B 2 will 
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will come again, and lift you up, and cauſe 
you to rejoice in him, 


But David is 6 pleaſed with the words that 

he hath uttered, that he repeats them over 
again; and he could not repeat them too often: 
« My ſoul,” fays he, “ wait thou only upon 
* God,” "Before, he had told you what was 
his daily uſe ; and now he exhorts and encou- 
rages himſelf to go on with this waiting, 
Don't be afraid of your being diſappointed ; 
continue waiting and looking for the Lord ; 
for he will never let them fail who truſt in 
him, I" 


Now, if David encourages himſelf in 
_ truſting in the Lord, we have alſo the ſame 
occaſion ; for our hearts at times are ready to 
ſink, and to think we ſhall be wrong at laſt ; 
therefore take David's words, “ My foul, 
i wait thou only upon God; for wy N | 
66 tion is from him.“ 


But Satan may ſay, Where will you look 
and ha ? What ſays Peter? . Unto him Who 
« has 


191 
has the words of eternal life.“ So we may 
ſay to our ſouls, when they are beginning to 
doubt, Where would you go! Where would 


you find ſalvation in any other } Chriſt only : 
has the _ of eternal life, 


Then he adds, © The Lord is only my de- 
5 fence.” I find him ſo, while I am truſting - 
in him: though J am often afraid, yet he is 
better to me than my fears and my hopes. 


Then he adds: I ſhall not be moved.“ 
Thus, by exhorting, and waiting upon the 
Lord, he gets more ſtrength. He drops the 
word greatly, which he began with, when 
he faid, „ ſhall not be greatly moved.” 
But now he ſpeaks courageouſly: I ſhall - 
not be moved,” The Lord is my defence; 


| he holds me up, carries me on, and at length 


he will bring me to himſelf in glory, 


Then David goes on to the words in my 
text Truſt in the Lord at all times, ye 
2 people.“ 


Now 


1 

Now he exhorts us what to do. Good ad- 
vice; the beſt advice; and ſuch as all the 
children of God are taking, and never find 
themſelves diſappointed:Truſt in the 
„Lord: make him your confidence for all 
things: not only for all things, but at all 
times. When people are in peace and pro- 
ſperity, they don't ſeem ſo much to ſee their 
need of truſting in the Lord as they did; but 
they are ready to drop their confidence, when 
the Lord has given them what they want of 
worldly things, Now this is a ſhameful 
practice; and the Lord often takes away what 
he had given them, becauſe they had made a 
bad uſe of it. Has the Lord given you out- 
ward peace and proſperity ? truſt in him to 
| preſerve it; for none can preſerve it, but he 
who gave it. | 


But are you brought into worldly trouble, 
and in great diſtreſs, and know not which 
way to look? You have no friend, perhaps, 
to go to; and your heart 1s ready to ſay, What 
muſt I do now ?—AIll are forſaken me. No; 
there's one that never forſakes his people. 


War 


1” 


But you can ſee no way how you are be re- 
lieved. —What of all that? Has the Lord no 
better eyes than you? He can make a way 
for you, no doubt, if you truſt in him. But 
you fay, What am I to expect? Why, that 
relief you want. Therefore, however dif- 
ficult your worldly affairs may be, and no 
friend at hand to help you, there's one 
above, always at hand : go to him ; he will 
not deſpiſe the poor and deſtitute ; but will 
hear their cry, and will help n. 


If he bids you come to him, and truſt in 
him at all times, it is your buſineſs to go to 
him at all times; and the more diſtreſſed 
your circumſtances are, the more fit for God 
to take care of. Suppoſing your boſom is 
full of guilt, and you find trouble on the ac- 
count of it; in this caſe you ſay you can't go 
to Chriſt: That is the only reaſon you 
ſhould go. Sinners will not go to Chriſt 
while they are at eaſe; but when they know 
themſelves to be in a loſt ſtate and condition, 
aud when they can find no help any where 
. then Jeſus ſays, ** I am come to ſave the 
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t loft.” Go your way to him. He bids 
you truſt in him in this time, under a ſenſe 
of your loſt ſtate. If you ſee yourſelves 
ruined, however _ deplorable and wretched 


your caſe be, it is not too hard for Chriſt ; 


for he receives all that come to him: not 
with frowning looks: tos but with a 
ſmiling countenarice. <4 Come unto me, all 
ye that are weary and heavy laden: come, 
& and 1 will give you reſt. “ 


What are you to do, but fo truſt in him 
in this time of fin and miſery? Go to him 


juſt as you are. Don't be running to ſome 


of your luſts ; nor imagine you can do any 
thing to prepare your way : but go and caſt 


vou ſelvès at the feet of Chriſt, ſaying, Lord, 


I am come as a ruined finner : I know none 
can help me but thee 3 and thou haſt ordered 


me to truſt in thee at all times: I. am come, 


Lord, at this time. 


But, perhaps, when you are dying, your 


adverſary, the devil, may tell you, Now, you 
are ſick, and lying upon a dying-bed, tis too 


late 
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late to come now: why did you not come 
Tooner : there was mercy to be had then: but 
you have out-ſtaid your time: Chriſt has 
been calling by his word, and by his miniſters, 
but you would not hear them; and now he 
has ſent the ſummons to you, to remove you 
out of this world; and you would be glad of 
falvation, when you can have no more com- 
fort here. Well, when theſe words, and 
words like theſe, are brought to your hearts, 
remember where they come from; the adver- 
ſary of your ſouls. O! he does not love to 


ſee a ſinner, burdened with ſin, Ong. unto 
Chr iſt. 5 


But Satan may ſay, Did you ever hear of a 
ſinner, ſo great as you, come to Chriſt, and 
was received by him? Yes, tell him; you 
read of a croſs thief, as bad as yourſelf, that 
railed on Chriſt when on the croſs : and when 
He went to Chriſt, he muſt naturally think, 
Will he ſhew mercy to me? He aſked for 
mercy ; and he received it. Go you and 
try; that's the only way to deal with Jeſus. 
Mind not what the adverſary tells you. If 


CG- your 
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your grief is great, confeſs it, and tell the 
Lord all your trouble; and at the ſame time 


tell him, for he loves to be told of his word 


with confidence and modeſty; tell him when 
you ga, Though your heart is diſcouraged, 
and Satan diſtrefles you, and unbelief terrifies 
you, yet you have got his word ; * Truſt in 
« me at all times: I come at this time: 

tis late, indeed: but it is in the time of life: 
I come to thee, Lord, and beſeech thee to 
help me; ſhew thy mercy upon a poor ſin- 
ner, that is come at laſt: I am now come, 


and defire to partake of that mercy held forth 


to ſinners: Lord, ſend me that mercy, and 
P11 ſhout loudeſt of thy children above. 


There is nothing the Lord delights in more, 
than to have his people, when they come to 
him, to plead his word, and hold it faſt. 
Though Satan is wanting to take it away 
from you, never give it up, Die with your 
ſouls deceived (if char is poſſible) 1 in the hands 
of Chriſt, Tell Satan, Though I am as vile 
as any, in the world, the Lord has taught me 
to put my truſt in him: I'll go to him, and 
endea- 
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endeavour, by his grace, to truſt in him at 
all times. Ah, but, ſays Satan, what a poor 
feeble faith is thine ! nothing to depend upon: 
ſometimes boping, and ſometimes. doubting ; 
doſt thou expect the Lord will look upon thy 
little faith? Yes, tell him; the Lord does 
not ſo much look at the greatneſs of our faith, 
when we go to him, as at the reality of it. 
Though faith is weak, when we come before 
the Lord, he will receive it. He never ſent 
any away for that ; but he often reproves his 
people, why they don't believe more ſtrongly. 
Go to him, and tell him your condition: and 
when you call upon him, expect an anſwer, 
Nothing pleaſes the Lord more, than when a 
poor tempted and troubled ſoul comes to him, 
as Abraham did, againſt hope, believing in 
hope. You are ready to think his was a poor 
hope from time to time, for about twenty-five 
years : but he believed in hope. And what 1s 
ſaid of this believer in God ? e he gave 
glory to him. 


The Lord is never more glorified, than 
when we go to him, relying upon his word, 


2 notwith- 
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' notwithſtanding providences, and every thing 
elſe makes againſt us. Vet, even then, ſays 
the poor ſoul, the word is for me. b 


Chriſt invites ſinners to come, whoſoever 
they are. And though Abraham againſt hope 
believed in hope, the Lord did not look upon 
this as a poor teſtimony of his faith ; but we 
| ſee, by his not hearkening to what he felt 
within him, nor to what temptations the de- 
vil caſt in his way, he only looked at the 
word of God; relying upon his word and pro- 
miſe, though all providences made againſt 


him: he thereby gave glory to God. 


And ſo it will be with us. When we find 
many things make againſt us, and have but 
a word of promiſe to rely upon, and yet hold 
it faſt, then we are giving glory to God, 
What fays the tried old ſoldier, Job, 
„Though he flay me, yet will I truſt in 
« him.” Well ſaid. Though the Lord 
ſeems, by his providence and dealings with 
me, to caſt me off, and to take no notice 


of me, 1 don' t mind that. The Lord ſays, 
| Fruſt 


3 
“ Truſt in me at all times.” Go to him: 
lie at his feet : tell him you are come, mere- 
ly relying upon his word of promiſe z and 
that you have nothing to encourage you but 
his word. Put your truſt in him, and you 


will find the Lord in due time will come and 
bleſs you, 


I might mention many other times in 
which we might truſt in the Lord ; but it is 
all compriſed in that little word al and a 
precious word it is: Truſt in him at all 
„ times.” When you are full of fears, then 
you ſhould bring the little word a unto him, 
and ſay, I have nothing to encourage me to 
come unto thee, but that precious little word 


all: * Truſt in the Lord at all times. 


Now Satan is very crafty: he will tell poor 
ſouls, Why, what do you mean by truſting 
in the Lord? What right have you to do 
ſo? Are you a child of God? Are you one of 
the elect? You are in doubt of it every day: 
What have you to do to truſt in the Lord? 
Give him this anſwer : Though I am often 

EE LG afraid 
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afraid about my adoption, and cannot ſay 
I am one of the children of God; this I can 
ſay, I am one of the people, What does my 
text fay? © Truſt in the Lord at all times, 
© ye people.” You may go with this to the 
Lord. And though you cannot ſatisfy your- 
ſelf that you are an adopted child, you may 
ſay, I am one of the people, and will lie at 
thy feet till thou doſt ſhew me that I am 

thine adopted child, Many are often diſcou- 
raged in themſelves, becauſe they know not 
their election. Seek for it: wait upon the 
Lord : wait his time; and in due time he will 
make it manifeſt. For your encouragement, 
the Lord has given you theſe words in our 
text: Truſt in the Lord at all times, ye 
e heople.” Are you not one of the people? 
May you not plead this with the Lord, who 
commands: all his people to truſt in him? 
Why, then, go to him as one of the people, 
and expect to receive his ſalvation, 


Take notice; it is not faid in my text, 
„ 'Truſt in him at all times, my people ;” 
but e people.” Thereby he gives a ge- 

| neral 


1 
neral order. Go to him, then, as one of the 
people, and ex pect his help. 


But let us mind the next words in my text: 
Pour out your hearts before him,” This is 
a precious command, Many. times the chil- 
dren of God are ſo burdened with grief, with 
ſin, and worldly cares, they know not how 
to bear them; and their boſom is full of ſor- 
row; 1o that they ſit down and mourn over 
their hard lot. The devil dearly loves to ſee 
a child of God fit down and ſay, What a fad 
condition I am in ! Well, ſuppoſe you are ? 
And you ſay, I dare not go to the Lord, Iam 
ſo miſerable. Then where would you go? 
You cannot be worſe for it. Others are 
running about, from pillar to poſt, defiring to 
know what they ſhall do; their trials are ſo 
great, they know not how to be delivered out. 
of them; and they go and aſk one neighbour, 
and another, till they tire them all out. What 
does the Lord ſay to them? He gives good 
advice, Inſtead of making your neighbours 
your counſellors, go to him, who is the chief 
Counſellor, and able to tell you what to do, 


and 
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and willing to relieve you at all times. G0 
to him, and ſay, Lord, Jam come, with a 
heart laden with grief, and witlr worldly cares, 
and know not which way to turn myſelf : 
what muſt I do ? The firſt thing he tells you 
to do, is, Pour out your hearts before me.” 
You have been pouring them out before your 
neighbours ; and what have you got there? 
Why, nothing. Then come and pour them 
out before me. 


The word hour plainly ſignifies, that the 
heart is full of grief, and almoſt afraid to 
empty itſelf before the Lord. What does he 
ſay to you? Come, and pour out all your 
“trouble before me.” He is never weary 
with hearing the complaints of his people ; 
therefore you ſhould go, and keep nothing 
back : tell him every thing that hurts you, and 
pour all your complaints into his merciful 
boſom. That is a precious word : Pour 
„% out your hearts before him.” Make him 
your counſellor and friend : you cannot pleaſe 
him better than when your hearts rely wholly 
upon him. You may tell him, if you pleaſe, 


you 
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vou have been fo fooliſh, as to took to this 
friend, and the other for relief, and found 
none; and you now come to him, who com- 
mands you to poùr out your heart before him. 


But perhaps your heart is burdened, not 
only with worldly cares, but with ſinful luſts 
and corruptions. A fore burden indeed. And 
you are afraid and aſhamed, perhaps, to go 
and tell the Lord all your trouble. But you 
need not be afraid of going, when he com- 
mands you. He knows every thing in your 
heart; all worldly cares, all ſinful burdens ; 
and when the heart is quite full, he ſays then, 
Pour out all before me.“ Here is great en- 
couragement for you: take the encourage- 
ment the Lord offers: go and tell him your 
grief aud burdens. 


Ah! ſays the poor ſoul, I have been to the 
Lord again and again; but I find J am ſinning 
againſt him daily, and I am aſhamed to go to 
him, now my conſcience accuſes me, and the 
devil tells me I am impenitent : then how 
ſhall I : appear before Chriſt, to pour out my 
D heart 
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heart before him? Go and pour out your 
heart before him, till that crafty devil leaves 
you. You have the beſt reaſon in the world 
to go to the Saviour. He that knows what 
you are ; what burdens you are bearing, and 
what fins you have committed; even he ſays, 
Come and pour out your hearts before me.” 


But I may add, further, Does not the Lord 
command me in his word, and in his prayer, 
to ſay, Forgive us our treſpaſſes? Does 
it not plainly intimate, that treſpaſſes are to 
be forgiven daily? Where are you to bring 
them, but to the Lord ? Go, therefore, and 


tell him, you come according to his word, to 


acquaint him with your fins and treſpaſſes. 


Ah, but, you ſay, I have come ſo often al- 


ready; I am aſhamed to come. What does 
the Lord ſay to Peter? If thy brother 


* treſpaſs againſt thee ſeven times a day, thou 


6 ſhalt forgive him.” And Peter had not a 


little forgiven him. 


Go to Chriſt every day for pardon. If 
you keep your guilt in your boſom, it will 
only 
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only make it rankle. 'Tell him you are weary 
and aſhamed of yourſelf; and you are come 
to tell him all your grief, and to beg he will 
come and deliver you from guilt, and ſave 
you more and more from the power of fin, 
Whatever burden, therefore, you have upon 
your heart, the Lord would not have you 
ſuffer it to reſt there ; for if you do, it will 
make you feeble by and by. But when you 
find your breaſt full of trouble, remember his 
kind word to you; ** Come, poor ſoul, and 
pour out your burdens before me.” Pour 
out your whole hearts, and let him know 
every thing that diſtreſſes you, 


But what follows in the laſt words of my 
text, God is a refuge for us?” O! theſe 
are precious words. We may look round 
about us again and again, for a place of re- 
fuge, for a perſon to apply to for help, and 
we ſhall find ourſelves frequently, if not con- 
tinually, diſappointed, Therefore the Lord 
tells his people, for their comfort, that God is 
a refuge for us. Are you poor? the Lord is 


rich, Can you find no refuge in your fel- 
5 4 low- 
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low-creatures ? and haye you no where to fly | 
to? Go to the Lord. 


It is very ſtrange, that when the Lord has 
all things in his hands, and all love in his 
heart, and adviſes his people to come to him, 
telling them that God is a refuge for th-m ; 
yet they delay often to come: they had rather 
find refuge from a fellow⸗ creature, than from 
their God. They that have learned to truſt 
in the Lord, they know what precious words 
theſe are, God 1 is a refuge for us.“ Come, 


and try; and you ſhall find him ſo too. 


The devil will often be telling you who are 


the people of God, There is no help for you, 
even in your God: you have been ſeeking for 


help a long time, but have found none; what 
will you, do now? Why, tell him, you will 
go to him that ſays, “God 1s a refuge for 
« us.” But the devil will far, You are fo 


poor, and ſo de ſpicable a creature: what, can 
you think Chriſt will take any notice of you? 


Why, perhaps your own brethren are ready 
to over-look you; and the world deſpiſes you; 
and 
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and you think Chriſt-will take notice of vou! 


Tell the devil, Ves; he never fails them that 
truſt in him, Whatever your circumſtances 
may be; though you may look all around 
you; this and that way, and find no place to 
fly to; no refuge for your ſouls; God, the 


faithful God ſays, be is a refuge for you. 


Truſt him: go to him accordivgly : look unto, 


him at all times. Let your condition be What 


it may; be it ever ſo deplorable and wretch-- 


ed, yet the Lord tells you, when you go, I 


am 2 refuge for you. 


Bee ſure, if you forget every part of the Ser- 
mon, carry this home with you, God is a 
refuge for me.” Therefore, though I 
find no help in myſelf, nor in creatures, yet 
there is help enough in God: all my help is 


laid upon him; and he tells helpleſs crea- 


tures, © I am a refuge for you,” 


Hear it, ye poor burdened finners; and 
thank him for his kind word: Go to him, to 
have his promiſe fulfilled time after time. 
Yet a little while, and he will bring you 0 
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his. kingdom, where you ſhall live and reign 
with him for ever. | 


Are you fick, and in great diftreſs, and no 
friend to apply to, and ready to ſay, What 
muſt I do now? Why, my text tells you 
what you are to do at all times. Whatever 
your caſe is; whether ſick, poor, naked, or 
wretched, then com̃e to the Lord; he ſays, 
«Tama FO for you.” 


But you ſay, Lord, I have been ſinning 
againſt thee time after time. I know it, ſays 
Chriſt ; but if you come, weary of ſin, and 
deſirous of goſpel-reſ}, you ſhall find I ama 
refuge for you, 


But you ſay you come ſo often, you are 
aſhamed to come. That may be a good argu- 
ment to keep you from your fellow-creatures : 
you have been knocking often at their doors, 
and they are ready to ſay, You came to my 
houſe the other day. Well, ſay you, may 1 
not come every day. No; you find no ſuch 
help from man. But if you are going to 

| *t Chriſt, 
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Chriſt, he never complains of your coming too 
often, but is better pleaſed with thoſe that are 
ofteneſt knocking at his door, and looking to 
him for the help he has promiſed. 


And ye that are poor in ſpirit, that cannot 
find relief from yourſelf, nor from your fel- 
low- creatures, go to Chriſt, and he will be 
ready bo help you: God is a refuge for 
* you.” O think of that word, whenever 
troubles enter into your mind, Repeat them 
again and again ; and ſhame the devil out : 
tell him, Though every thing looks black, 
yet God is a refuge for me.“ Are you to 
believe the devil or God? Keep theſe words 
always in your mind; for all of you will be in 
ſuch circumſtances, at times, as not to know 
where to go, nor what to do; then theſe 
words come ſweetly into the boſom, <©* God 
is a refuge for me.” He loves to help the 
helpleſs, to hear the poor wounded ſoul, and 
to ſave the guilty ſinner : while he is doing 
this, he is acting the part of a Saviour, and 
brings glory to bimſelf 


But 
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Bot 1 might add, that no one knows the 


compaſſion that is found in the heart of Jeſus, 
but hirnfelf : therefore; when you go to him; 


don't entertain any unkind thoughts of him 
for he invites all finners to come to him, all 


poor and wretched: ſinners; and he that in- 


vites us ta come, has bleſſi ngs to diſpoſe of, 
Keep the laſt words of my text evermore in 
your mind; they will be of uſe to you, liv- 
ing and dying, ſick or well: whatever cir- 
cumſtances you are in, you may find the want 
of fach words as theſe, God is a refuge for 
« us.” Take heed, when you go to him, to 
do as David did ; plead his word with him. 


IT This is one part of the Chriſtian's duty, which 


he often neglects. David ſays, © O keep my 
de foul, and deliver me.“ What then, David! 
Why, fays he, “for I truſt in thee.” - He 
pleaded the Lord's word, and ſo ey 7 


The Abtes in the Bible are free for all 
who ſee their need of them; and the Lord 
has told thee, if thou truſteſt in him, thou 
ſhalt never be confounded. But perhaps you 

are thinking, If I truſt in the Lord, I ſhall be 

con- 
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founded: and ſuppoſe you are, you will be 
no worſe than before: you will loſe nothing 
by your truſting, even though it ſhall not be 
fulfilled. But remember, the Lord will never 
ſuffer his promiſe to fail: Faithful is he 
that hath promiſed.” Though you may 
often doubt of his performing, he never did, 
nor never will fail. Therefore, ** truſt in the 
« Lord at all times, ye people : pour out ' 
« your hearts before him” in every time of 


trouble. 


I do not know a more precious verſe in the 
Scriptures than my text: Truſt in him at 
all times, ye people.” Though at preſent 
you may not know whether you belong to 
the family of God, truſt him you are of the 
people: here hang, till he gives you better 
ſupport. And when you find your poor bo- 
ſom laden with cares and grief, whatever 
cauſes your diſtreſs, the Lord knows very 
well: if you keep it back, it will make you 
worſe: therefore do as the Lord ſays; Pour 
* out your heart before me:“ tell me all 


your grief; make me your counſellor and 
E friend 
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friend, and you ſhall find what a counſellor 


Iam; and I will remember to comfort you 
in the worſt ſtate you can be in. 


In health and in ſickneſs, in life and in 
death, this will apply to Jeſus: “He is a re- 
* fuge for us.” What would you even wiſh 
more? Go, then, . unto him: doubt no 
more: caſt away your doubts and fears : 
truſt in him; if you cannot with full aſſur- 
ance, do it with ſome aſſurance; with a lit- 
tle faith, and expect more. Remember, the 
Lord loves to increaſe what he has given, and 
to build you up in faith and holineſs. 


I would fay a little more ; but I find my 
ſtrength begins to fail, I am glad, andI am 
thankful, that the Lord has held me up hi- 


therto, bleſſed be his name. When I begin 


to totter, and when I experience infirmity, I 
am aſhamed I ſhould ever entertain a doubt of 
him. May theſe words be impreſſed upon 
my heart: God is a refuge for me:“ and 
may he fix it on all your hearts. 


And 
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And now I conclude my ſubject. I came 
up to you trembling, but the Lord has carried 
me through, bleſſed be his name: and I look 
to him to carry me home; for I have no feet 
of my own to walk with, But the Lord 
can hold me up, till I have done my work, 
and then he will put an end to my labours. 
Thanks be to his name for calling me to 
preach out of doors. It is the glory of a crea- 


ture to publiſh the fame and ſalvation of 
God, 


I muſt now ſpeak a _ by way of taking 
leave. 


Lord, I befeech thee to pour thy bleſſing 
conſtantly upon this congregation : thy power 
and glory let it be made manifeſt among them. 
Open the eyes of thoſe that are ſpiritually 
blind, deaf, and dead. Comfort the mourner. 
Strengthen the weak, to go on their way. 
Build up thy church upon their moſt holy 
faith, May this houſe be filled with thy 
preſence. Bleſs every hearer that attends 


here from time to time ; and may the Lord 
. delight 
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delight in them to bleſs them; and may they 
excell in his bleſſed ſervice, May this ever 
be an houſe for God'; kept from error ; kept 
in union; going on their way; looking and 
longing for the coming of their dear Lord, 


, Bleſs all the Miniſters that labour here, oc- 
caſionally and ſtatedly, Fill their mouths 
with thy truth. Warm their hearts with 
thy love. Keep them evermore in the faith; 
zealouſly diſpoſed to exalt the honour of a 
dear Redeemer, and to promote the ſalvation 
of ſinners. 


And may the Lord bleſs the Truſtees, 
Lengthen out their days. We bleſs thee that 
they have been faithful and true to their truſt; 
| Give them, Lord, the comforts of thy Holy 

Spirit. Enable them to go forward yet for a 
while; and bleſs their bg urs; and may 
they ſee that the people honour them for 
what they have done. May there never be 
wanting faithful men to ſucceed them; nor 
faithtul minifters to labour among them. 


Aud as one of the Truſtees has been lately 
removed 
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removed from them *, the Lord direct them 
in the choice of 34 8 Be gracious to their 
partners in life: impreſs their ſouls with thy 
precious love: ſtrengthen them, quicken 
them, and build them up: may the Lord de- 
light in them, and water their ſouls from 
time to time; cauſing the ſeed of grace, that 
has been ſown in their boſom, to bring forth 
fruit to life eternal, 


The Lord remember all the children for 
good; cauſing them to receive a bleſſing 


from the Lord, and righteouſneſs from the 
God of their ſalvation. 


Aud now, Lord, I muſt take my leave of 
this chapel, which I have long viſited. O! 
keep them continually in thy fear ; and bleſs 
them abundantly with all ſpiritual bleſſings. 
May they evermore delight in the Lord, and 
the Lord delight in them to heal them. 


TI know not whether I ſhall ever return 
any more; nor is it needful for me to know; 


Ut 
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but this I know, if the Lord continues my 
life, and allows me ſome meaſure of ſtrength, 


I ſhall crawl up again, In the mean this, 


think of a'poor crawling creature when you 
are upon your knees, and put up a ſhort pe- 


tition to the Lord, that he would bleſs me, 


pardon me, ſanctify and prepare me for his 
Kingdom and glory, Amen and Amen, 


May the peace of God, that paſſeth all un- 
derſtanding, keep your hearts and minds in 
the knowledge and love of God, and in the 
fellowſhip of his Son, Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 
And may the bleſſing of God Almighty, the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, be 


among you, and remain with you always. 


Amen. 


A F F E N d t 


Cn the courſe of buſineſs, the following Letter 
was received by the Publiſher, two days after 
the much lamented death of Mr. BERRIDSRRH; 
and gave birth to the ELEGY which has 
deen publiſhed on the occaſion, and hath given 
ſo much pleaſure and ſatisfaction to the gene- 
rality of its readers. ] 


PoTTON, JANUARY 22, 1793, 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 


OU will be ready to ſay, What tidings 
brings this meſſenger, which follows the 
other ſo cloſe *? My friend, heavy tidings ; or 
at leaſt from the ſubject of a much afflicted heart 
this evening. This afternoon, about three o'clock, 
our dear paſtor, Mr. BerRipce, exchanged this 
mortal life, for an eternal unchan geable ſtate of 
bliſs. Oh that the Lord, whom he now beholds 
without a veil, may in mercy think upon his lit- 
_ tle flock, and provide for it. 
We had a meeting this evening for prayer ; an 
affecting ſight! I believe not a dry eye in the 
place, while we ung (or attempted to ſing) a 


* The Publiſher had received a Letter from his friend, on” 


the Saturday before; in which he informed him that Mr. 
Verridge was very ill. | 


Hymn 


Who 


Hymn ſuited to our diſtreſſed ſtate, as a people or 
flock left deſtitute of an under-ſhepherd. 
I ſaw him this morning; but he was not able 
to ſpeak ; nor has he ſpoke any thing to ſignify 
fince laſt Sunday, ö 
He has been very happy during his illneſs, be- 
ing well aſſured he was drawing very near his be- 
loved Father's houſe ; ſometimes uſing this and 
the like exprefſion—< Yes; and my children too 
e will ſhout and ſay, Here's eur father coming.“ 
- His Chriſt was very precious to his longing 
foul. And now all his deſires are granted, re- 
ſpecting himſelf. May his and our compaſſionate 
Lord grant his deſires, and anſwer his prayers for 
his mourning flock. | | 


Yours, &c, 


J. BELLMAN. 
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P may be a gratification to many 

of the friends of Mr. BERRIDSE, who live at 
a diſtance, to be informed of the reſpe&t that was 
ſhewn him by his friends in Lowpon. 


The news of his death was very unwillingly, 
and with much reluctance, believed. But no 
ſooner was the news given credit to, than deep 
ſorrow and regret filled the boſom of every one 
that had ſincere love to the deceaſed ; not for his 
loſs, but for the loſs the church had ſuſtained. A 
loſs indeed ! 


The pulpits of his two long beloved Chapels, 
at Tottenham-Court-Road, and 'the Tabernacle 
near Moorfields, were decently hung with black. 
On the Sunday morning after the interment, a fu- 
neral Sermon was preached at the former of thele 
places, by the Rev. Torial Joss, on John 1. 47. 
«« Behold ! an Iſraelite indeed, in whom there is 
* no guile! At the latter place, and at the ſame 
time, a funeral Sermon was preached by the Rev. 
Matthew WiLks, on John v. 35. He was a 
„ burning and a ſhining light.“ When a juſt tri- 
bute of reſpe& was paid to the memory of Mr. 
BExRIDGE, by each of theſe Gentlemen. 


O that the Lord of the harveſt would ſend forth 
many ſuch faithful labourers into his harveſt, who, 
like him, ' would be willing to ſpend and be ſpent, 
ns * glory of their Lord, and for the good of 
ouls! ES 
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what he vas, be what he 17, by tranſgreſſion: what he 
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s for common 
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